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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

This is a Final Office Action is in response to Applicant's response to the Non-Compliant 
Amendment filed on May 19, 2006. Claims 56-57 have been cancelled. Claims 48, 58, 59 and 
66 have been amended. Applicant newly adds claims 68-75. Claims 48-55 and 58-67 are 
presented for further examination. Newly added claims 68-75 are presented for examination. 
Applicant should be aware that claims 58-59 were amended and the status of the claims should 
be currently amended and not previously presented. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 48, 51-55, 58-63 and 65-75 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Besaw et al (hereinafter, "Besaw", U.S. Pat. No. 6,567,852) in view of Seliger 
et al (hereinafter, "Seliger", U.S. Pat. No. 5,546,580). 

As per claims 48 and 66, Besaw discloses a method for use in a computer system 
comprising at least a first computer, a second computer and a network that couples the first and 
second computers, the method comprising an act of: 
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• (A) sharing a context between at least first and second applications, the first application 
having a first user interface executing on the first computer, the second application 
having a second user interface executing on the first computer, the sharing of the 
context comprising passing context information over the network between the first user 
interface and a context manager executing on the second computer and between the 
second user interface and the context manager (abstract, col. 2, lines 65-67, col. 3, lines 
1-8 and col. 4, lines 34-47; Besaw discloses a web user interface session that allows a 
user to share context information of different application between the web server and 
user). 

However, Besaw does not explicitly disclose: 

• wherein the first application executes on the first computer and wherein the second 
a pplication executes remotely from the first computer. 

Seliger discloses a method for coordinating updates to a medical database in a medical 
information system including: 

• wherein the first application executes on the first computer and wherein the second 
application executes remotely from the first computer (abstract, col. 5, lines 62-65 and 
col. 6, lines 1-13). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Besaw by incorporating Seliger' s teachings of a method for 
coordinating updates to a medical database on two different computers, for the purpose of 
allowing users to concurrently updated data without locking and to avoid delays in charting of 
medical information, without creating confusion or ambiguity in the stored medical information. 
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As per claim 75, Besaw discloses a method for use in a computer system comprising at least 
a first computer, a second computer and a network that couples the first and second computers, 
the method comprising an act of: 

• (A) sharing a context between at least first and second applications, the first application 
having a first user interface executing on the first computer, the second application 
having a second user interface executing on the first computer, the sharing of the 
context comprising passing context information over the network between the first user 
interface and a context manager executing on the second computer and between the 
second user interface and the context manager (abstract, col. 2, lines 65-67, col. 3, lines 
1-8 and col 4, lines 34-47; Besaw discloses a web user interface session that allows a 
user to share context information of different application between the web server and 
user). 

However, Besaw does not explicitly disclose wherein the act of sharing the context 
comprises acts of: 

• initially establishing the context; and 

• maintaining the context, wherein the act of maintaining the context comprises an act of 
changing the at least one subject from a first value to a second value by passing context 
information about the changed at least one subject over the network between the first 
user interface and the context manager and between the second user interface and the 
context manager 

Seliger discloses a method for coordinating updates to a medical database in a medical 
information system including: 
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• initially establishing the context (col. 12, lines 9-30); and 

• wherein the act of maintaining the context comprises an act of, changing the user 
subject from a first value to second value by passing context information about the 
changed user subject, patient subject, encounter subject and subject over the network 
between the first user interface and the context manager and between the second user 
interface and the context manager (col. 8, lines 4-14). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Besaw by incorporating Seliger's teachings of a method for 
coordinating updates to a medical database on two different computers, for the purpose of 
allowing users to concurrently updated data without locking and to avoid delays in charting of 
medical information, without creating confusion or ambiguity in the stored medical information. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Besaw by incorporating Seliger's teachings of a method for 
coordinating updates to a medical database on two different computers, for the purpose of 
allowing users to concurrently updated data without locking and to avoid delays in charting of 
medical information, without creating confusion or ambiguity in the stored medical information. 

As per claim 51, Besaw discloses: 

• wherein the second computer comprises a Web server (col. 3, lines 1-8 and col. 4, lines 
43-47). 

As per claim 52, Besaw discloses: 

• wherein the second computer is a publicly accessible server (col. 3, lines 1-8 and col. 4, 
lines 43-47). 
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As per claim 53, Besaw discloses: 

• wherein the network comprises the Internet (col. 3, lines 1-8). 
As per claim 54, Besaw discloses: 

• wherein the network comprises a publicly available network (col. 3, lines 1-8 and col. 4, 
lines 43-47). 

As per claim 55, Besaw discloses: 

• wherein the sharing of the context comprises passing the context information using the 
HTTP protocol (col. 3, lines and col. 4, lines 43-47). 

As per claim 58, Besaw discloses: 

• wherein the computer system further comprises a third computer and wherein the 
second application executes on the third computer (col. 3, lines 1-8 and col. 4, lines 43- 
47). 

As per claim 59, Besaw discloses: 

• wherein the third computer is a web server and the second user interface is a browser 
(col. 3, lines 1-8 and col. 4, lines 43-47). 

As per claim 60, Besaw discloses wherein the computer system further comprises a third 
computer, wherein the context comprises a first context, and wherein the method comprises an 
act of: 

• (B) sharing a second context between at least third and fourth applications, the third 
application having a third user interface executing on the third computer, the fourth 
application having a fourth user interface executing on the first computer, the sharing of 
the second context comprising passing context information over the network between 



Application/Control Number: 09/583,301 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2157 

the third user interface and the context manager executing on the second computer and 
between the fourth user interface and the context manager (abstract, col. 2, lines 65-67, 
col. 3, lines 1-8 and col. 4, lines 34-47; Besaw discloses a web user interface session 
that allows a user to share context information of different application between the web 
server and user). 
As per claim 61, Besaw discloses: 

• wherein the second computer comprises a server appliance (col. 4, lines 43-47). 
As per claim 62, Besaw discloses: 

• wherein the passing of the context information between the first user interface and the 
context manager comprises passing at least some of the context information from the 
first user interface to the context manager (abstract, col. 2, lines 65-67, col. 3, lines 1-8 
and col. 4, lines 34-47; Besaw discloses a web user interface session that allows a user 
to share context information of different application between the web server and user). 

As per claim 63, Besaw discloses: 

• wherein the passing of the context information between the first user interface and the 
context manager comprises passing at least some of the context information from the 
context manager to the first user interface (abstract, col. 2, lines 65-67, col. 3, lines 1-8 
and col. 4, lines 34-47; Besaw discloses a web user interface session that allows a user 
to share context information of different application between the web server and user). 

As per claim 65, Besaw discloses: 

• wherein the context information comprises information on at least one of a plurality of 
subjects comprising a user subject, a patient subject and an encounter subject (col. 6, 
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lines 36-48, Besaw disclose a web user interface session that allows a user to share 
context information (customers, information and reports) between the server and user). 
As per claim 67, Besaw disclose: 

• wherein the passing of the context information between the second application and the 
context manager comprises passing at least some of the context information between the 
context manager and the second user interface (abstract, col. 2, lines 65-67, col. 3, lines 
1-8 and col. 4, lines 34-47; Besaw discloses a web user interface session that allows a 
user to share context information of different application between the web server and 
user). 

As per claims 68 and 73, Besaw discloses the invention substantially as claims discussed 
above. However, Besaw does not explicitly disclose: 

• initially establishing context; and 

• maintaining the context. 

Seliger discloses a method for coordinating updates to a medical database in a medical 
information system including: 

• initially establishing context (col. 12, lines 9-30); and 

• maintaining the context (col. 12, lines 9-30). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Besaw by incorporating Seliger's teachings of a method for 
coordinating updates to a medical database on two different computers, for the purpose of 
allowing users to concurrently updated data without locking and to avoid delays in charting of 
medical information, without creating confusion or ambiguity in the stored medical information. 
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As per claims 69-72, Besaw discloses the invention substantially as claims discussed above. 
However, Besaw does not explicitly disclose: 

• wherein the context information comprises information on at least user subject, at least 
one patient subject, at least an encounter subject and at least one subject; and 

• wherein the act of maintaining the context comprises an act of, changing the user 
subject from a first value to second value by passing context information about the 
changed user subject, patient subject, encounter subject and subject over the network 
between the first user interface and the context manager and between the second user 
interface and the context manager. 

Seliger discloses a method for coordinating updates to a medical database in a medical 
information system including: 

• wherein the context information comprises information on at least user subject, at least 
one patient subject, at least an encounter subject and at least one subject (col. 5, lines 
62-67 and col. 6, lines 1-13); and 

• wherein the act of maintaining the context comprises an act of, changing the user 
subject from a first value to second value by passing context information about the 
changed user subject, patient subject, encounter subject and subject over the network 
between the first user interface and the context manager and between the second user 
interface and the context manager (col. 8, lines 4-14). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Besaw by incorporating Seliger 5 s teachings of a method for 
coordinating updates to a medical database on two different computers, for the purpose of 
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allowing users to concurrently updated data without locking and to avoid delays in charting of 
medical information, without creating confusion or ambiguity in the stored medical information. 

As per claim 74, Besaw discloses the invention substantially as claims discussed above. 

However, Besaw does not explicitly disclose: 

• wherein the context information comprises information on at least user subject; and 

• wherein the act of maintaining the context comprises an act of, changing the user 
subject from a first value to second value by passing context information about the 
changed subject over the network between the first user interface and the context 
manager and between the second application and the context manager. 

Seliger discloses a method for coordinating updates to a medical database in a medical 
information system including: 

• wherein the context information comprises information on at least user subject (col. 5, 
lines 62-67 and col. 6, lines 1-13); and 

• wherein the act of maintaining the context comprises an act of, changing the user 
subject from a first value to second value by passing context information about the 
changed subject over the network between the first user interface and the context 
manager and between the second application and the context manager (col. 8, lines 4- 
14). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Besaw by incorporating Seliger' s teachings of a method for 
coordinating updates to a medical database on two different computers, for the purpose of 
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allowing users to concurrently updated data without locking and to avoid delays in charting of 
medical information, without creating confusion or ambiguity in the stored medical information. 
3. Claims 49-50 and 64 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Besaw in view of Seliger and in further view of Judge et al (hereinafter, "Judge", U.S. Pat. No. 
6,401,138) 

As per claim 49, Besaw in view of Seliger discloses the invention substantially as claims 
discussed above. 

However, Besaw in view of Seliger does not explicitly discloses: 

• wherein the context comprises a data item usable by the first and second applications, 
the data item having a set of values comprising at least a first value corresponding to the 
first application and a second value corresponding to the second application, the set of 
values identifying a subject in the context, and wherein the act of sharing the context 
comprises, in response to a user of the first computer switching from the first 
application to the second application, exchanging the value of the data item 
corresponding to the first application with the value of the data item corresponding to 
the second application to retain the context. 

Judge discloses an interface for patient context sharing and application switching 
comprising: 

• wherein the context comprises a data item usable by the first and second applications, 
the data item having a set of values comprising at least a first value corresponding to the 
first application and a second value corresponding to the second application, the set of 
values identifying a subject in the context, and wherein the act of sharing the context 
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comprises, in response to a user of the first computer switching from the first 
application to the second application, exchanging the value of the data item 
corresponding to the first application with the value of the data item corresponding to 
the second application to retain the context (abstract, col. 1, lines 44-62, col. 3, lines 48- 
51 and col. 4, lines 42-49). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Besaw in view of Seliger by incorporating a patient context 
interface to provide services to a plurality of programs within a medical information system 
which allows a user to change data values of data items and share patient context information 
thereby improving the usability of medical information system (or any other information system) 
that supports user switching among different applications that retain the same patient context. 
As per claim 50, Besaw discloses: 

• wherein the passing of the context information over the network is performed using an 
Internet-based communication protocol (col. 3, lines 1-8, col. 4, lines 34-37). 

As per claim 64, Besaw in view of Seliger discloses invention substantially as claims 
discussed above. 

However, Besaw in view of Seliger does explicitly disclose: 

• wherein the context information is defined in accordance with a Clinical Context Object 
Workgroup (CCOW) standard. 

Judge discloses an interface for patient context sharing and application switching which 
allows a user to change data values of data items and share patient context information (abstract, 
col. 1, lines 44-62, col. 3, lines 48-51 and col. 4, lines 42-49). Therefore, Judge implicitly 
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discloses wherein the context information is defined in accordance with a Clinical Context 
Object Workgroup (CCOW) standard because the same functionality is achieved. The patient 
context interface and the Clinical Context Object Workgroup both allows users to patient context 
information and update data values of data items in different applications. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Besaw in view of Seliger by incorporating a patient context 
interface to provide services to a plurality of programs within a medical information system 
which allows a user to change data values of data items and share patient context information 
thereby improving the usability of medical information system (or any other information system) 
that supports user switching among different applications that retain the same patient context. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 48-55 and 58-75 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
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the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LaShonda T. Jacobs whose telephone number is 571-272-4004. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 A.M.-5:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on 571-272-4001 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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